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Abstract

The impact of tsunamis on coasts has been neglected in coastal geomorphology even if such high-magnitude low-frequency events are likely to have played an important role in the evolution of many coasts (Dawson,1994; ………………. prone to these catastrophic phenomena since this region is  the collision zone between the European and African plates and comprises a number of geodynamic regions affected by different seismic activity. According to Bryant (2001), about the 10% of tsunami in the world occurred in the Mediterranean Sea and about the 7% of earthquakes which hit this area produced a tsunami. Along the Italian coasts have been recorded about 70 tsunamis which have been triggered by earthquakes (70%) and volcanic activity (30%). A number of catalogues of historical tsunamis have been realized on particular areas (i.e. Ambrasey, 1962; Antonopoulos, 1979; Tinti & Maramai, 1996) and for …………………

The Adria plate, in particular, is placed between the Dinaric and Hellenic chains on the east and the Apenninic chain on the west (i.e. Channel et al., 1979; Ricchetti et al., 1988). The analysis of recent seismicity points out that the Adria plate is affected by a relevant activity, even if lower than that one typical of the surrounding chains (Slejko et al., 1999; Del Gaudio et alii, 2001). The seismicity induced by active tectonic structures placed along the borders of Adria plate can explain the historical tsunamis recorded during some major earthquakes in the southern Adriatic and Ionian coasts (Mastronuzzi & Sansò, 2000; Gianfreda et al., 2001)............
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Caption

Fig. 1 - Geographical position of studied area. (Mastronuzzi1.jpg)

Fig. 2 - A view of the boulder accumulation at Torre Santa Sabina locality. (Mastronuzzi2.jpg
